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the foe in a fight, but first to exhaust his strength and
then to beat his defences down, the sea became
inevitably the determining factor. If Germany was
to be weakened it must be in one of two ways : (i)
the growing weakness of her Allies ; (2) the effect of
the blockade on the morale of her people. As far
as the first method was concerned, she was using it
effectively against us. It was our Allies who were
being broken up one by one. But as for the second,
whilst she was delivering savage body blows to our
Allies which successively knocked four of them out,
the grim fingers of the British Navy were tightening
around her throat. What mattered most for us on
land was that our Army should not let go when it
was being battered, until the time came for it to
deliver the final punch at its enfeebled opponent,

The repulse of the Allied attacks on the Somme,
the Ghemin des Dames and the Flanders coast did
Effect of not bring ultimate victory to Germany,
the British Nor did the defeat of Russia and Rou-
blockade on mania. But the frustration of the German
Germany        effort (o destroy the Allied shipping led

straight to her ultimate collapse in 1918.
Germany's supreme effort to blockade Britain had
practically failed by the end of 1917 owing to the
growing success of our efforts to protect our shipping,
to the increase in our output of new ships, to the better
use we were making of our shipping, and to the plans
we had put through for adding to the yield of our own
soil. The Allied losses were still heavy, but by the
end of 1917 we knew that the German effort to
blockade us would not succeed. On the other hand,
our blockade was gradually breaking down the morale
of the German nation. They were not starving, but
they were already short of some of the essentials of